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By Ida Margolis
GenShoah planning exciting public programs

JFCS of Southwest Florida provides 
many services, and we continue to 
develop and expand programs and 

services to meet increasing community 
need. Among our newest programs are 
those that provide respite services to 
individuals diagnosed with dementia. 
Our weekly men’s lunch club for men 
with early memory loss was estab-
lished one year ago and today serves 
approximately 15 participants. In Febru-
ary we began a second respite program, 
“Better Together,” for men and women 
who are diagnosed with memory loss 
and who want to maintain mental and 
physical fi tness in a safe and relaxing 

environment.
“Better Together” is based on the 

Brookdale Foundation’s National Group 
Respite Program Model and the Teepa 
Snow model of Positive Approach 
to Dementia. The program provides 
opportunities for socialization and 
wellness within a holistic approach to 
everyday living and challenges. The 
program focuses on enhancing cogni-
tive functioning, physical abilities and 
emotional outlook. To accomplish these 
goals, activities include the Dakim Brain 
Fitness program developed by neuro-
scientists, chair yoga, music therapy, 
horticulture therapy, art therapy and 
relaxation therapy. In addition to the 
program for individuals with dementia, 
JFCS has a monthly support group 
for caregivers.

“Better Together” is staffed by 
Donna Levy, RN, MS, JFCS Case 
Manager. Donna is supported by vol-
unteers who receive dementia-specifi c 

training. The program takes place every 
Tuesday from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at JFCS on Castello Drive. Lunch is 
provided to all participants. The fee for 
the program is $25 per session, but like 
all JFCS services, we do have a sliding 
scale available and no one is ever turned 
away because of inability to pay. The 
program is partially funded through 

the Brookdale Foundation, The Naples 
Garden Club, The Southwest Florida 
Community Foundation and the Robert 
Rauschenberg Foundation.

For more information or to sign 
up for “Better Together” or other JFCS 
services for seniors, please contact 
Donna Levy at dlevy@jfcsswfl .org or 
239.325.4444.

Generations of the Shoah South-
west Florida (GenShoah) has 
concluded its programs and 

meetings for this season. At the last 
meeting we reviewed our mission state-
ment and made some minor revisions. 
GenShoah remains the area group for 
children of Holocaust survivors, but it 
is also for any others who are interested 
in its mission: Preservation of the his-
tory and memories of the Holocaust, 
promotion of Holocaust education 
and human rights, connection of the 
Second Generation with one another, 
and support of the Holocaust Muse-
um & Education Center of Southwest 
Florida.

Once again I want to thank all of our 
presenters, speakers and helpers at our 
numerous events. Program Chair Steve 

Brazina brought us a number of excel-
lent fi lms, including the very positively 
received Jewish Cardinal. Presentations 
by Shelley Lieb, Phil Jason, Helene 
Gaillet de Neergard and Paula Iacampo 
gave all those who attended insight into 

books, topics and events. Thank you to 
those who attended the programs and 
added interesting observations. A spe-
cial thank you to Rabbi Adam Miller 
and Temple Shalom for their assistance. 
Thank you to those who made donations 

to help us obtain the pub-
lic performance rights for 
the fi lms that were shown. 

Anyone who would 
like to help with the ex-
penses of our programs 
can make a tax-deductible 
donation to GenShoah 
by writing a check to the 
Holocaust Museum and 
designating that it is for 
GenShoah. And a huge 
todah rabah for everyone 
who took part in book 

discussions of Gertruda’s Oath or who 
participated in any way in the success-
ful inaugural “One Book Southwest 
Florida” program. 

After receiving so much positive 
feedback on the films, speakers and 
events last season, the GenShoah steer-
ing committee has decided to present a 
variety of programs at numerous venues 
and will be partnering with other local 
organizations. Monthly meetings, pro-
grams and book discussions of the next 
“One Book Southwest Florida,” The 
Sunfl ower by Simon Wiesenthal, will 
resume in October. 

For more information or to receive 
emails, please email genshoahswfl @
icloud.com.

Shirley Besikof, Ida Margolis and Paula Iacampo
at the Dearest Pauline exhibit

Jewish Museum of Florida celebrates its 20th anniversary
Exhibition features many objects from the collection on display for the fi rst time

The Jewish Museum of Florida-
FIU (JMOF-FIU) is proud to 
present a very special exhibi-

tion in honor of its 20th anniversary, 
Vision 20/20: Looking Back/Looking 
Forward. 

This exhibition provides a glimpse 
into JMOF-FIU’s collection of more 
than 100,000 items documenting 
multi-generations of Jewish families 

throughout Florida. Floridian Jewish 
Families have played an integral part 
in every area of the development of the 
Sunshine State, from the pioneer fami-
lies who settled here more than 250 
years ago, to the contemporary movers 
and shakers who are making history to-
day. The exhibition will be on view to 
the public through October 25, 2015.

Patrons are encouraged to post 

their favorite JMOF-FIU memories on 
Facebook and Twitter using #JMOF20.

Highlights from the exhibition 
include:

Hand-painted toy tea set col-
lected by Harry Kanner of Orlando, 
circa 1910. Kanner, a merchant and 
citrus grower, was one of the founders 
of Congregation Ohev Shalom in Or-
lando. This pioneer family has contin-
ued to have an impact in our state, from 
Aaron Kanner, one of the founders of 
Mt. Sinai Hospital in Miami Beach, to 
Lewis Kanner, a well-known Miami 
attorney, and Ellen Kanner, now an 
award-winning food writer.

Commemorative Jacksonville 
Jaguars football given to Dr. Kevin 
Kaplan, the team’s head physician
who also serves as team physician for 
the Arena Football League Jackson-
ville Sharks, Jacksonville University, 
University of North Florida, and Atlan-
tic Coast High School.

Architectural model for the up-
coming restoration of the famous 
Deauville Hotel on Miami Beach, by 
Kobi Karp, who is known for his ex-
citing architecture projects which are 
changing the Miami skyline.

Original, bound issues of the in-
augural season of the highly success-
ful Ocean Drive Magazine, started by 
the Powers Family, media moguls who 
are well known in social and political 
arenas.

Purple velvet wedding dress and 
bonnet from 1934 worn by Elise 
Bear, granddaughter of Lewis Bear, 
who started a distribution company in 
Pensacola in 1876 that is now run by 

the fi fth generation of the Bear family.
Purse from the Saks Fifth Av-

enue store on Lincoln Road, Miami 
Beach, belonging to Rose Weiss, 
circa 1930s. Weiss was affectionate-
ly known as the “Mother” of Miami 
Beach. She designed the original City 
of Miami Beach fl ag, which is still 
in use today. She is also remembered 
for never having missed a city council 
meeting in 38 years. 

Comb and hanger from the H. 
W. Davis Co. Store in St. Augustine, 
circa 1890s. The store is one of the 
oldest locally-owned clothing stores in 
St. Augustine. Its current owners, the 
Lichter family, are now in their fourth 
generation of working in the retail 
clothing business in St. Augustine.

Exhibition formed from the Col-
lection of the Jewish Museum of Flor-
ida, originated by Marcia Jo Zerivitz, 
Founding Executive Director.

About JMOF-FIU: The Jewish 
Museum of Florida-FIU is the only 
museum dedicated to telling the story 
of 250 years of Florida Jewish heritage, 
arts and culture. The museum is housed 
in two adjacent, lovingly restored his-
toric buildings, at 301 Washington Av-
enue on South Beach, that were once 
synagogues for Miami Beach’s fi rst 
Jewish congregation. The museum’s 
permanent exhibition is MOSAIC: 
Jewish Life in Florida, 1763 to Pres-
ent. Its temporary history and art exhi-
bitions change periodically.

For more information, please call 
305.672.5044 or visit www.jewishmu
seum.com or Facebook @JewishMu
seumofFlorida.

You’ve spent the best years of your life in Naples, why 
seal your memories anywhere else? Don’t overlook this 
pristine gem so close to home. Make Naples your �nal 

destination. Make Palm Royale your  �nal resting place.
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Cemetery

Palm Royale Cemetery is committed to serving 
 the Jewish community. Through the knowledge of your  

most sacred beliefs, your memorialization will be  
truly representative of the life it represents.

Ask about our beautiful Shalom Gardens.

Shalom Gardens

Open 7 days a week  
Sunday business hours

Teresa Shepp
Family Service Counselor


